
Did You Know?

Muslims have been in the Americas for
over 500 years.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Muslims are a big part of our city:  7-10 thousand and 6 mosques, the first 1932

As Americans, Islam is among the oldest religions in the USA, and Muslims played a vital role in building the foundation of this country.
History shows that Muslims came to the Americas in four different waves, the first as explorers, then those fleeing the Spanish inquisition, then during the Barbary coast  wars and the enslavement of Africans, and then through immigration starting in the mid-to-late 1870s.
Columbus had several Muslim crew members on his ship, two of them were captains. Columbus also stated in his papers that while his ship was sailing near Gilbara on the north east coast of Cuba, he saw a Mosque on the top of beautiful mountain. Ruins of Mosques and Minarets with inscriptions of Quranic verses have been discovered in Cuba, Mexico, Texas and Nevada
In 1538, Estevanico, a Muslim who came to Mexico from Morocco, lead an expedition from Mexico to discover new cities.  On his trip he discovered, Arizona, and New Mexico.
Muslims comprised an estimated 14% to 20% of the hundreds of thousands of West Africans forcibly removed from their homelands during slave trade. 
Many Muslims fought in the civil war in 1812. Some Muslims became local and regional folk heroes. 
The next sizable number of Muslims immigrated to the United States during the early 20th century, mostly from Lebanon, Syria.
Today American Muslims number 6-8 million and growing.







Did You know?

Muslims are from every country in the world.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The word Islam means submitting one’s will to God.  It comes from the Arabic root SLM, which is also the root for Salam – Peace; By submitting our will to God, we attain: Peace with your Creator, Peace with our self, Peace with fellow beings, Peace with the environment  and Peace with the universe. An existence with Peace and thankfulness.  Submission to God is the road to peace.

Muslim is….
Quality, not person. Universal
Mohammedism wrong

Some people still use ‘Arab’ and ‘Muslim’ interchangeably.  However, not all Arabs are Muslim and only 15-20% of Muslims are Arab.





Mosque in West Africa



Mosque in China



Did you know?

Arabs are only 15% of the 
World Muslim population.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The green shaded area on this map are parts of the world where Muslims make up the majority of the population. The biggest Muslim country is Indonesia.  Arabs only make up 15% of the total Muslim world population and there are more Muslims in India than the entire Arab world.

The country with the largest Muslim population is Indonesia and Countries with majority Muslims population are in Asia, Europe, and Africa. However, There are Muslims in every country in the world.




Did You Know?

The biggest group of 
Muslims in America 
are African American.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
A Quarter of Muslims of African American
A second Quarter are Arab, 
and a third Quarter are South Asian (India, Pakistan, etc).
All other make up the remaining Quarter including a growing number of white and Hispanic American converts.
There are an estimated 6-8 million American Muslims.
According to a recent study out of Cornell, we are:
Younger:  67% adults are under 40, while other Americans 67% are older than 40
Well-Educated:  67% of American Muslims have a Bachelor’s degree or higher, compared to 44 % of other Americans. If we only look at Advanced degrees:  42.7% of American Muslims have advanced degrees compared to 8.6% of total Americans.   Among immigrant Muslims, this figure is even higher making immigrant Muslims the most highly educated immigrant minority.  Islam values education very highly.
As a group, high tax payers.

We, as a community, hard-working, highly educated, heavy tax payers.  All in all, America benefits greatly from its Muslim citizens. 
Today the 8 million Muslim Americans contribute to all areas of society.  Some famous Muslim Americans are Muhammad Ali, Hakeem Olajuwon, Dr. Fazlur Rahman Khan (structural engineer of the Sears Tower), Dr. Ahmed Zewail (Nobel Prize for Chemistry, 1999). 

Local demographics reflect this also.





Did You Know?

Muslims believe in
God.
Angels.
Moses and Jesus. 
Judgment Day.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
So if Islam means submission to God, what beliefs go along with this submission?  These beliefs are the 6 pillars of Faith, which all Muslims must believe in with absolute certainty:

Muslims believe in the One God, the God of Abraham, Moses, Jesus and Muhammad (Peace be upon them). The word ‘Allah’ is Arabic for ‘the one God.’ Arabic Bibles also use ‘Allah’ to describe the one God
Muslims believe in angels; Muslims do not worship angels or ask for their help and or request angels for intersession with God.
Muslims believe in revelation sent by God for the guidance of the humanity.
Muslims believe that God choose prophets at different times and different places to remind humanity of God and to invite humanity to believe in God and to do good deeds. And to convey the revelation to humanity from God.
Muslims believe in the Final Day, the Day of Judgment when we humans will be judged by God. Muslims believe that this life on this earth is not the end of everything. Muslims believe there is a life to come – life of hereafter. For Muslims ‘Life is the beginning of death and death is the beginning of life.’  This does not mean that life on this earth does not matter.  Only that one has to know that everything we do here will be recorded and judged by God, so we should use our life to be righteousness, and not be distracted by material ambitions as if this life were the end.
Muslims believe in a unique Islamic concept called Divine Measurement, which gives Muslims hope that they can affect the future with personal effort and which provides a clear explanation for the reasons why things happen the way they do. Prophet Muhammad said, “Work as you are able because if you don’t help yourself, God won’t help you either.” Muslims use the term Divine Measurement instead of the term Destiny.
One God, one humanity, one Message.
Islam is not a new religion.  The same basic principles have been revealed to all prophets, that of submitting one’s will to God, though the regulations have varied.





Did You Know?

3 million Muslims from 
every country in the 
world gather every 
year in Mecca to 
worship God... 
making this the 
largest peaceful 
gathering on the 
planet Earth.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
In Islam, Faith and Action go hand in hand.  We just discussed what Muslims believe.  This is what Muslims must do: These 5 actions are enablers to leading a God-centered life. Each in a different way molds and conditions the soul of the believer so that he or she is aware of God in all that he or she does. This means doing what’s right, even when it is not popular or even when it may cause harm to one’s self.

The foundation of Islam is the concept of Tawheed, or the ‘oneness of God,’ embodied in the first pillar of Islam, the declaration of faith.  This is “I bear witness there is no god, except God,   and that Muhammad is the Messenger of God.” This simple phrase has profound ramifications.  It means that God, and not money, power, greed, or fear should be one’s motivation for doing anything.  When these false intellectual idols are consciously removed from one’s mind, it allows for a life lived solely for the pleasure of God, where doing injustice to anyone would be a direct violation of the one’s life mission.

After the declaration of faith:
Regular prayers – five times in 24 hours; this is a contact with God; the spiritual development of a person;  Sometimes it may seem that praying 5 times a day is overly burdensome.  However, for a Muslim these are 5 daily spiritual meals, and just as the body requires regular nourishment to thrive, so does the spirit.
Zakat –This is a sharing of one’s wealth with the poor and needy. The word Zakat literally means to purify, so by giving the poor a portion of one’s wealth, one is purifying it.  The material world has the potential to distract us from our connection with God
Saum-fasting the month of Ramadan.  Abstaining from food, water and sexual relations from dawn until sunset every day for a month.  This teaches discipline and empathy for the poor.  It is a time when physical needs are suppressed temporality so that spiritual ambitions can flourish.
Hajj-pilgrimage to Mecca once in a life time for those who are able at a set time during the lunar year.  This is a global family reunion for Muslims, when Muslims from all over the world answer the call of God, together, equal before their Creator.  This ritual also connects Muslims with the believers that came before them who made the same pilgrimage, dating back to Abraham, the spiritual forefather of Muslims, and the builder of the Ka’ba, the cubic structure at the center of the Holy Mosque in Mecca. 2.5 to 3 million do it every year.



Did You Know?

The Virgin Mary is 
mentioned more times in 
the Qur’an than in the 
Bible.

Moses is the prophet 
mentioned the greatest 
number of times in the 
Qur’an (136 times).

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Qur’an means ‘that which is read, or read often.’
The Qur’an is The Holy Book of Islam and considered a Muslim’s “manual for life.” Primary source of jurisprudence.
It is the Word of God revealed in ‘clear Arabic speech’ to Prophet Muhammad through the agency of archangel Gabriel.
The Qur’an was not revealed all at once.  It was revealed over 23 years in small parts, the verses often made references to events as they took place.
The Qur’an is the complete message of God, covering all aspects of society and with many references to previous prophets, such as Moses and Jesus.
The text of the Qur’an was written during the life of the Prophet Muhammad by his companions as it was revealed.  The prophet himself was illiterate.  All verses were bound into one volume the year after the Prophet’s death.
Translations are many, but Qur’an is the Arabic text only.
The authenticity of the Qur’an has been safeguarded through mass memorization and immediate written documentation. The promise of protecting the Qur’an is built in; It a promise from God to protect His book. 
The Qur’an tells Muslims to be modest in all aspects of their lives.
The Qur’an asks Muslims to always temper justice with mercy.





Did You Know?
The prophet Muhammad is a 

direct descendent of 
prophet Abraham.

Muslims love the Prophet 
Muhammad but do not 
worship him.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Prophet Muhammed was born in the sixth century A.D. in Mecca in what is today Saudi Arabia.  
He is a direct descendent of the prophet Abraham through his first son Ishmael.  So because of his noble lineage, he was born into the most noble and powerful tribe in Arabia, a place which was before Islam ruled by tribal bigotry and conflict.  It is interesting to note that the message he preached, one of equality of humanity before God, where, as the Qur’an says, “the most noble among you is the one who is most righteous”, was a blow to the very unjust system that he himself was among the powerful, that he himself in a secular way, would have been better off to allow to thrive.
Muslims consider Muhammad the final prophet of God, the ultimate manifestation of human perfection, and the most beloved of God. As much as we love and honor God’s last Prophet, we regard him as in everyway human and we do not worship or pray to him for intercession with God. To love the prophet means to follow the message he brought from God, and that is to  “worship none other than God.” 
Muslims have a wealth of information about the prophet in what is known as the ‘hadith’  These are authenticated narration about what the prophet said or did. One example, a very well known hadith is, “None of you truly believe until he wishes for his brother what he wishes for himself.”  The collection of these narrations make up the “Sunnah” or the “way of the Prophet”.
 As we said, the Qur’an is the literal word of God, while the ‘Sunnah’ is a collection of Prophet Muhammad’s teachings. Through studying the ways of the prophet, Muslims understand how they should live out the Qur’an.  If the Qur’an is the main text, the ‘Sunnah’ is the practical complementary guide of how to live out the Qur’an. These two sources are binding on every Muslim.
For example, we read in the Qur’an that we should return an evil act with one that is good, and it may be that a sworn enemy will then become an intimate friend.  
The prophet Muhammad showed us what that means. When the message of Islam was revealed to him at the age of 40 by the angel Gabriel he started inviting people to it.  However, he was met with fierce opposition from his own clan, whose position of ethnic superiority and the power that came with it was threatened by this new message of universal brotherhood. His fellow tribes men in Mecca tortured and killed the Muslims for 12 years, finally driving them from their homes.  
The Meccans then declared war on the Muslim community in their new city, and fought them fiercely for 8 years, severely wounding the Prophet on several occasions, killing many of his dearest companions, betraying a peace treaty and even going so far as to mutilate the dead after a battle. 
Finally, 8 years after the Muslims, numbering only 70, were driven out of their homes in Mecca fearing for their lives, they returned 10,000 strong, with all of Arabia on their side, and took Mecca in a bloodless surrender. 
The Meccans braced themselves for the onslaught, for the rules of tribal warfare were well known: the winners, especially ones as powerful as the Muslims now were,  would have no limits to their bloody revenge.
However, Muhammad’s words to the Meccans were few and simple, “Go, you are free.”  
And so through the teachings of the Qur’an and the Prophet’s example, a Muslim is taught to be just, kind and humble even to his enemy, and even when he has the power to be otherwise.



Did You Know?

Islam gave women the right

 to vote 

 own property

 inherit

 initiate a divorce

 get an education

1400 years ago.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Emphasizing the equity between men and women in front of Allah.
Both men and women are completely equal in front of God. Islam sees a woman, whether single or married, as individual in her own right, with the right to own and dispose of her property and earning, and choose her husband.  
->Women are not considered more likely to bring dishonor to the family and Islam regards female and male children as equal blessings.
In a marriage, men are obligated to protect and support their wives, and women are obligated to cooperate with their husbands.
 In Islam roles of both men and women are complementary and collaborative.  The Qur’an states that a husband and wife are ‘garments’ for each other, meaning they protect, comfort and complete each other. 
The Qur’an has honored women in many situations referring to female figures, such as Mary, as role models for both men and women to imitate. Mary is considered the most honorable and virtuous woman on earth Blessed and honored.  Mary is mentioned in the Qur’an 34 times. It says “O Mary! Allah has chosen you and purified you- chosen you above the women of all nations” (3:43). 
Women are not to be blamed for violating the “forbidden tree”.
According to Qur’an Adam and Eve share the blame and were both forgiven. 



Did You Know?

The Prophet 
Muhammad said: 

“Paradise is at the 
foot of Mothers.”

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Upon entering a Muslim's home�1) Knock and wait. The woman of the house may need to wear a head scarf�2) Removing the shoes may be necessary in non-emergency situations. Where this is not possible, consider asking the individual in whom you're interested to step outside�3)Day:  Men not home:  Women allowed to work and educated.  Set appointment.
4)  Some women will not even answer the door.
�Muslim perceptions of police officers�1) May be influenced by associations of government authorities from their native country where the authorities are highly oppressive�2) May be reacting to being associated with terrorist bombings in the US, where Muslims were immediately identified as the culprit without foundation��Dress�1) Women wear the "hijab", nun-like clothing covering everything except for the face and hands. Some Muslim women wear the "niqab", which also covers the face except for the eyes�2) Men grow a beard and may often wear native dress that may appear strange�
What it means to ask a woman to take off her hijab.�Language�1) Women's knowledge of English may be limited and therefore have difficulty communicating�2) Children may act as intermediaries�3) Men's knowledge of English is generally better but may also be hard to understand because of an accent��
NAMES:  Arabic:  ABD
Muslim women have maiden names



Did You Know?

Muslims cover 
themselves to be 
judged on their 
mind and not their 
body.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Islam demands that its followers, both men and women, behave modestly. 
Modesty for a Muslim means shying away from committing sins out of a feeling of honor and self-respect, as well as a love for God.  As far  as interaction with the opposite sex, this means treating them with respect and dignity, which includes not touching, not staring at, and not making suggestive comments to members of the opposite sex.
Dressing modestly is required of men and women, though the definition of modesty of dress for each is different due to the differences in their anatomy.
Men are restricted from wearing shorts,  and must wear pants which cover their knees while in public.
Dressing modestly for women means covering their entire body except their face and hands; called hijab.
Modesty allows men and women to interact in an environment of mutual respect where all are judged on their ideas and contributions, not their physical appearance.
For this reason, Muslim woman regard hijab as liberating.
Recently more and more women are choosing to wear this symbol of Islam, especially among educated women on college campuses in the professional world.




The Qur’an teaches that all living 
things praise God;

Did You Know?

The seven heavens 
and the earth, And all 
beings therein, 
Declare His glory.

(Quran 17:44)



Did You Know?

The prophet Muhammad 
taught Muslims to 
preserve and protect 
the environment.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Islam views Revelation from God not in the form of Salvation, but rather in the form of guidance, a sunlit path in the wilderness of life.  If we follow the path shown to us by God, we will be happy in this life, and attain paradise in the next.  If we stray from this path, we will be lost in this life and ruined in the next.  All are lost except for those God has guided.
We were given prophets to Guide us, not to Save us, for human beings inherently have nothing to be saved from. 

To understand what I mean, we have to start at Islam’s understanding of the sin of Adam and Eve:
Muslims do not believe in original sin.  While Muslims believe that Adam and Eve were tempted by Satan and did eat from the forbidden tree in Paradise, we believe that they then repented and were forgiven by God.  They were then sent to Earth to be God’s Vicegerents, fulfilling a divine mission of establishing a just and peaceful world. Our life on Earth is an opportunity to do good and a test, not a punishment. We believe that Adam was the first prophet of God and that all people are the children of Adam and Eve and thus there is one Human family.

We believe that all babies are born pure, inherently good and in submission to God.  It is only environment that shapes people either into believers or disbelievers.  

Salvation is achieved through faith and action, neither is enough.  We must believe in the message of God and act according to it to achieve paradise in the here after.

We believe that every single act we do from the time we reach puberty to the day  we die is recorded, and we will be held accountable before God for that act.  Salvation is given  to those who believe, do righteous deeds, and often turn to God for forgiveness for their sins.  

God assures us that His Mercy precedes His wrath and that we are guaranteed forgiveness even if our sins pile up to the sky, if we sincerely repent and ask for forgiveness.  Muslims believe that God knows each and every human being better than they know themselves, and that His love and compassion is more than a mother has for her child.  We are encouraged to foster a close and personal relationship with God through prayer and supplication.






Faith and Action
Accountability




Did You Know?

The prophet Muhammad 
prohibited the 
mistreatment of animals, 
saying:

“Show mercy to animals 
so that God may show 

you mercy”



Did You Know?

Jihad means to strive and 
struggle for God.

Muslims are prohibited 
from harming non-
combatants in war, even 
trees and animals.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Definition of Jihad
Jihad means to strive or struggle for the sake of God.  This is a struggle against oppression or for any worthy cause.
Forms of Jihad
The Qur’an and Sunnah uses the word ‘jihad’ in many different contexts: for example: supporting one’s family, giving charity, seeking knowledge, striving to obey God’s commands, and fighting oppression through armed struggle.
The first and sometimes the most difficult type of Jihad is the struggle against one’s own weaknesses, the jihad of the self.  This is the struggle to be good and just at all times and with all people.
The second dimension of Jihad is struggling against oppression by speaking out against it.  The Prophet said, “the greatest jihad is speaking a word of truth in the face of a tyrannical ruler.”
The third dimension of Jihad is a physical struggle against oppression in the form of an armed struggle.  This form of Jihad is the most regulated and restricted of the three forms.
Rules of military Jihad
Armed struggle cannot be waged out of hatred for another people or for power and conquest, but only to defend one’s self or others from oppression.
Qur’an orders us not to be the aggressor.
During jihad, Muslims are prohibited from harming anyone not directly fighting them, i.e. civilians.  
They are prohibited from destroying property, poisoning wells, or even hurting trees and live stock.  Oppression and evil cannot be fought with more of the same.  It must be resisted with disciplined, restrained justice.  
However, failure to stand up to oppression actually enables the Oppressor and may eventually turn the oppressed into an oppressor.  
Muslims are ordered to stand against ALL oppression regardless of WHO is committing it, or who the victim is.
“Holy War” does not exist in Islam
Holy war would translate into ‘harb qudsia’ which does not exist in any Islamic text.
According to Webster, Holy War:, a crusade; an expedition carried on by Christians against the Saracens in the Holy Land, in the eleventh, twelfth, and thirteenth centuries, for the possession of the holy places.  
Ironically a term used to justify massacring Muslims.  Does not exist in Islamic literature, and not the meaning of jihad.





Did You Know?

The Qur’an Says, “There is 
no compulsion in matters 
of faith.” (2:275)

The rights of non-Muslims to 
worship freely are central 
in Islamic Law.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
No compulsion in matters of faith
The Qur’an unequivocally states that there can be ‘no compulsion in religion.’  
Islam is submission to God.  Submission must be voluntary, or it is not submission at all.
The Qur’an states that had God wanted, He would have made us all believers, but He wanted us to come to Him willingly.
One of the worst oppression is barring free worship
One reason Muslims are permitted to wage armed struggle is to defend OTHER people’s right to worship freely.  The Qur’an says that if it weren’t for this permission, there would have been great destruction done to “Churches, Chapels, synagogues and Mosques where God’s name is praised”  Not only do people of other faiths have the right to worship freely under Islamic Law, but it is a right a Muslim is willing to fight to protect.
“non-Muslim tax?”
A non-Muslim community living within an Islamic State is semi-autonomous, with its own family and domestic laws, and court systems to administer them, and its own chosen leaders. Their places of worship are protected, as evidenced by the fact that some of the oldest churches and synagogues still standing today are in the heart of the Muslim world.  In addition, non-Muslims are exempt, but not prohibited, from serving in the army. While this semi-autonomous community  is exempt military duties, it is protected by the Muslim army.  In exchange, male members of the non-Muslim community who would have served in the army are required to pay a “protection tax”  or a ‘jiziah’. Muslims also pay a tax in the form of Zakat.
The word “infidel” does not exist in Islam
Infidel is a mistranslation to the word, “kafir” which means a non-believer.  This is a descriptive word, not derogatory or dehumanizing. Does not take away their rights.
‘Infidel’ was actually used to describe MUSLIMS during the Crusades, again, to dehumanize them and thus to justify their massacre.





Did You Know?

The oldest University in the world was built by 
Muslims in Cairo, Egypt over a thousand years ago.

Al-Azhar University
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